The Qualified Scientist for WCA Projects

(as defined by ISEF regulations)

A Qualified Scientist should possess an earned doctoral/professional degree in the biological, medical or engineering sciences as it relates to the student’s area of research. However, a master’s degree with equivalent experience and/or expertise in the student’s area of research is acceptable when approved by the SRC/IRB. 
The Qualified Scientist must be thoroughly familiar with the local, state, and federal regulations that govern the student’s area of research.  The Qualified Scientist and the Adult Sponsor may be the same person, if that person is qualified as outlined above. A student may work with a Qualified Scientist in another city or state. In this case, the student must work locally with a Designated Supervisor (see below) who has been trained in the techniques the student will use.
The Designated Supervisor For WCA Projects

(as defined by ISEF regulations)

The Designated Supervisor is an adult who is directly responsible for overseeing student experimentation. The Designated Supervisor need not have an advanced degree, but should be thoroughly familiar with the student’s project, and must be trained in the student’s area of research. The Adult Sponsor may act as the Designated Supervisor.

If a student is experimenting with live vertebrates and the animals are in a situation where their behavior or habitat is influenced by humans, the Designated Supervisor must be knowledgeable about the humane care and handling of the animals.

