The WCA Adult Sponsor
(as defined by ISEF regulations)

An Adult Sponsor may be a teacher, parent, university professor, or scientist in whose lab the student is working. This individual must have a solid background in science and should have close contact with the student during the course of the project.

The Adult Sponsor is responsible for working with the student to evaluate any possible risks involved in order to ensure the health and safety of the student conducting the research and the humans or animals involved in the study. 
The Adult Sponsor must review the student’s ISEF Form 1A (Student Checklist) and Research Plan that accompanies that form to verify the following: 
a) that experimentation is done within local, state, and federal laws and ISEF  Rules and Regulations; 
b) that forms are completed by other adults involved in approving or supervising any part of the experiment; and 
c) that criteria for the Qualified Scientist are met according ISEF regulations.

The Adult Sponsor must be familiar with the regulations that govern potentially dangerous research as they apply to a specific student project. These include any and all of the following:

a) chemical and equipment usage

b) experimental techniques 

c) research involving human or vertebrate animals
d) cell cultures, microorganisms, or animal tissues. 
The issues must be discussed with the student when completing the Research Plan. Some experiments involve procedures or materials that are regulated by state and federal laws. If not thoroughly familiar with the regulations, the Adult Sponsor should help the student enlist the aid of a Qualified Scientist.

Overall, the Adult Sponsor is responsible for ensuring the student’s research is eligible for entry in an ISEF-affiliated Fair.

